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1. Introduction

The binomial Alocasia macrorrhiza has been used in
more than one sense. Some of the plants which have passed
under this name are econcmically very important and found
in cultivation or as escapes in the tropies of both
hemispheres; others are of little economic value and not
known in cultivation or as escapes except in their native
country and perhaps in some botanic gardens. Further,
many experiments and analyses have been made in 01de1
to test their value as focd to men and animals, and the
results have been sometimes conflicting. The existence of
many varieties in some of the species called by this name
is also a factor that has caused further ambiguity. The
present paper is an attempt towards the clarification of this
ambiguity.

It is my pleasant duty to record here my thanks to
Dr. R. C. BAKHUIZEN VAN DEN BRINK, Agricultural
Department, Buitenzorg, Dr. G. J. A. TERRA, Horticultural
Division, Batavia, Dr. C. G. G. J. VAN STEENIS, Botanic
Gardens and Herbarium, Buitenzorg, Dr. K. Biswas, Royal
Botanic Gardens, Calcutta, and Mr. E. F. ALLEN.
Agricultural Department, Teluk Anson, Perak, for procur-
ing for me planting material of the species and varieties
connected with the nomenclatural problems of Alocusic
macrorrhiza and its varieties ; without this material it would
have been impossible for me to clear many. difficulties
discussed in this paper.

2. The Authorship of the Name

The genus Alocasia was published first by NECKER.
Elem. Bot. 11T (1791 p. 289), a work proposed for rejection
by some botanists (see FURTADO, 1937, p. 252 footnote).
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